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more, it will be possible, for the first time, to secure an accurate trade 
balance, showing the value of imports and exports. 

On the other hand, the weakness of the compulsory declaration 
system, which its opponents are attacking vigorously, depends upon 
the accuracy of individual declarations. It is claimed that there 
will be great opposition to the enforcement of this system on the part 
of the commercial and industrial interests. There is fear that the 
information collected will be used for other than statistical purposes, 
that trade secrets will be divulged, or that the information will be 
used for purpose of taxation. As a result of false declarations, the 
whole body of statistics will be vitiated, and methods of supervision, 
or regulations to punish false declarations, to be effective at all, will 
be very burdensome to trade because of delays involved in inspec- 
tion. Furthermore, there will be the difficulty in getting the informa- 
tion required by the shipper for the declaration, especially as to the 
place which serves for a basis in figuring price. 

Dr. Grimm thinks that the objections have probably been over- 
emphasized, and believes that, once the system of compulsory decla- 
rations is established, the commercial and industrial interests will 
adapt their methods to it, particularly since modifications would be 
made to suit the requirements of trade. The information is to be 
asked for in the form most convenient to the shipper, and the work 
of making the different returns comparable will fall on the Statis- 
tical Bureau. David L. Wing. 



WAGE STATISTICS. 



A computation, based upon the wage returns shown in the Special 
Report of the Twelfth Census on "Employees and Wages," has been 
made in the Statistical Laboratory of Columbia University, under 
the direction of Professor H. R. Seager. 

The data used were obtained from the tables showing rates per 
week in the "1900 Total," pp. 616-779. No system of weighting 
of industries was employed, but the results are simply a grand sum- 
mary of the rates received by the different individuals tabulated. 

From the statistics given for 156,569 men, sixteen and over, em- 
ployed in 22 leading manufacturing industries, the results obtained 
are as follows: — 

Lower quartile $8.31 per week 

Median 10.55 " " 

Upper quartile 13.93 " " 
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For convenience in handling the figures, wage groups of one dollar 
were used instead of the fifty-cent interval. 

The following table shows the distribution of rates per week : — 



Rates 

Under $2 

2- 3 

3- 4 

4- 5 

5- 6 

6- 7 

7- 8 

8- 9 
9-10 

10-11 
11-12 
12-13 
13-14 
14-15 
15-16 
16-17 
17-18 
18-19 
19-20 
20-21 
21-22 
22-23 
23-24 
24-25 
25-26 



No. 


Rates 




35 


26-27 . . 


672 


27-28 




2,638 


28-29 




4,239 


29-30 




3,810 


30-31 




7,851 


31-32 




15,831 


32-33 




13,098 


33-34 




21,597 


34-35 




15,345 


35-36 




7,455 


36-37 




14,939 


37-38 




10,604 


38-39 




6,488 


39-40 




9,352 


40-41 




5,741 


41-42 




2,779 


42-43 




4,686 


43-44 




1,686 


44-45 




1,081 


45-46 




1,318 


46-47 




798 


47-48 




534 


48-49 




704 


49-50 




505 


50-51 





No. 

232 


Rates 

51-52 




348 


52-53 




273 


53-54 




160 


54-55 




347 


55-56 




86 


56-57 




105 


57-58 




84 


58-59 




103 


59-60 




146 


60-61 




128 


61-62 




115 


62-63 




113 


63-64 




117 


64-65 




50 


65-66 




39 


66-67 




39 


70-71 




30 


71-72 




30 


72-73 




26 


75-76 




16 


76-77 




14 


84-85 




14 


90-91 




14 




19 







No. 

13 

11 
9 



8 
7 
7 
7 
11 



156,569 



Wages op Females. 

From the weekly rates of 16,724 women, sixteen and over, in 13 
industries, the following results are obtained : — 

Lower quartile $4.49 per week 

Median 5.64 per week 

Upper quartile 6.86 per week 

d. l. w. 



BULLETINS OF THE CENSUS OFFICE. 

The following memorandum presents in convenient form the bibli- 
ography of Bulletins which have been published to date by the Census 
Office, Washington: — 

No. 1. — Geographical Distribution of Population. (24 pages. Edi- 
tion, 15,000 copies.) Discussion of distribution of population, by 



